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INTRODUCTION

Through a cooperative agreement with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the
American School Bus Council has developed free resources to help spread the word about school
bus ridership. This material is available online for anyone to use and is free of copyright
restrictions. We encourage parents, school administrators, communities, industry stakeholders,
media, and legislators to use it to spread the word about school bus ridership.

B All material is available at schoolbusfacts.com.
B To download the entire toolkit, visit schoolbusfacts.com/resources.

B To download individual resources that promote the benefits of school bus ridership,
visit schoolbusfacts.com/benefits.

B To download individual resources that promote ways to help keep children safer,
visit schoolbusfacts.com/safety.

B To download individual resources that promote ways to help support school bus ridership,
visit schoolbusfacts.com/support.

B Downloads for material contained in this toolkit can also be accessed by clicking on the title or
icon of the individual product.

MEDIA

POSTERS

The True Cost Of Cutting School Bus Service illustrates financial, safety, carbon footprint, and
convenience benefits that the school bus offers communities. This poster is intended to let all
community members know what a cut in school bus service would really cost.

Imagine A Day Without The School Bus also illustrates financial, safety, carbon footprint, and
convenience benefits that the school bus offers by imagining the repercussions that would
become reality if the school bus were to disappear for a day. This poster indicates how all
community members could be negatively affected without the school bus.

School Bus Funding identifies the contributing factors that influence the school bus landscape
within a community. It includes information about funding sources, making improvements,
responding to budget cuts, and garnering support.

School Bus Milestones is a timeline of key reach and development milestones of the school bus.
It illustrates the school bus’ positive impact on communities, growth momentum and safety
development features.
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Four 508-compliant, print-ready, 11 x 17 inch, single-sided posters.
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FLIERS

Fact: The School Bus Is The Safest Way To Travel To And From School illustrates statistical
data from trusted sources on just how much safer the school bus is than other forms of
transportation.

Fact: The School Bus Is Designed To Be Safer Than Other Vehicles provides information on
exactly why the school bus is safer than other forms of transportation.

Fact: School Buses Keep Over 17 Million Cars Off Roads Each Year details the amount of
traffic and pollution that school buses save communities. Additional information indicates other
convenience and savings benefits to families.

Fact: Motorists Who Are Careless Around The School Bus Put Children In Danger is intended
to build awareness of the risk factors involved with sharing the road with the school bus, educate
motorists about how to drive safely around the school bus, and reduce social tolerance of unsafe
driving behavior.

Fact: It’s Important To Keep Children Safe Around The School Bus targets parents, caregivers,
and educators and is intended to build awareness of the risk factors in the area surrounding the
school bus, educate about safety practices and support caregivers in educating children about
ways to stay safe around the school bus.
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Five 508-compliant, print-ready, 8.5 x 11 inch, single-sided fliers.

ANIMATED INFOGRAPHICS

Information from some of the posters and fliers has been recreated in animated form.

Imagine A Day Without The School Bus (35 seconds)

Fact: The School Bus Is The Safest Way To Travel To And From School (54 seconds)

Fact: The School Bus Is Designed To Be Safer Than Other Vehicles (58 seconds)

Fact: School Buses Keep Over 17 Million Cars Off Roads Each Year (41 seconds)

Fact: Everyone Can Help Keep Children Safe Around The School Bus (1 minute, 52 seconds)
Supporting the School Bus In Your Community (58 seconds)
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TIP SHEETS

How The School Bus Benefits Communities details how school bus ridership benefits all
community members, not just the families of school-age children.

Safety Features Of The School Bus details why the school bus is safer than other methods of
transportation for getting children to and from school.

Keeping Children Safe In And Around The School Bus provides language and methods for
talking to children about school bus safety.

Promoting School Bus Ridership Through Facebook is intended to get the word out about the
safety benefits of the school bus, direct traffic to schoolbusfacts.com, educate the community on
safety practices around the school bus and encourage support for the school bus, through
Facebook marketing. Note: Many of the suggestions can be adapted for Twitter.

How Everyone Can Support The School Bus defines the actions that can be taken to help
support school bus ridership.
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Five 508-compliant, print-ready, 8.5 x 11 inch, single-sided tip sheets.

SOCIAL MEDIA GRAPHICS

Safety Benefits Facebook Post can communicate the benefits of school bus ridership to a large
audience with a simple like or share, while generating traffic to schoolbusfacts.com.

Brake For The School Bus is a social media post image intended to reduce social tolerance of
unsafe driving practices and generate traffic to schoolbusfacts.com.

Support School Bus Facebook Cover Graphic can promote the importance of supporting school
bus ridership with anyone who visits your page, and drive traffic to schoolbusfacts.com.
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Two 1200 x 1200 pixel Facebook graphic posts and one 828 x 315 pixel Facebook cover graphic.
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BROCHURES

Steps You Can Take To Make Riding The School Bus Even Safer For Your Child is a tri-fold
brochure that targets parents. It is intended to identify risks and provide safety practices that can
help keep children safe while riding the school bus.

The Importance Of Supporting School Bus Ridership In Your Community informs parents and
educators on ways they can help generate community support for school bus ridership.

Spreading The Word About School Bus Ridership: Resources Communities Can Use informs
communities on ways to support outreach and marketing efforts for school bus initiatives.
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Three 508-compliant, print-ready, tri-fold brochures.
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PRINT ADS

Spread The Word About School Bus Ridership is a group of three similar ads (small, medium
and large) intended to generate awareness of media resources that can be used to support the
school bus and promote use of the media toolkit.
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Three 508-compliant, print-ready, ads:
small (4.1667 x 3.4722 inch or 250 x 350 ratio), medium (5.5 x 8.5 inch), and large (8.5 x 11 inch).

DROP-IN ARTICLES

What Every Parent Should Know About School Bus Safety is intended to educate caregivers on
the safety, convenience and cost benefits of school bus ridership. It encourages parents to send
their children to school on the school bus, and to support school bus ridership in their community.
Suggested resources from the media toolkit can provide the author with supporting graphics.

How The School Bus Benefits The Entire Community indicates how communities could be
impacted without the school bus, and provides rationales for support. It encourages readers to
support school bus ridership in their community. Suggested resources from the media toolkit can
provide the author with supporting graphics.

Keeping Children Safe Around The School Bus is intended to build awareness of danger zone
risks, educate about safety practices, decrease social tolerance of unsafe driving practices, and
encourage behavior modification among communities.

How Communities Can Support School Bus Ridership informs parents and communities on
contributing factors that influence the landscape of the school bus within a district and provides
ways that everyone can support the school bus in their area.
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SUPPORTING GRAPHICS

Key pieces of graphic information can allow marketers to use elements from the products in
other ways. All graphics are print-ready and available in PDF and jpg formats. Supporting
graphics are available by visiting schoolbusfacts.com/resources and downloading the

complete marketing toolkit.

ONE SCHOOL BUS CARRIES THE EQUIVALENT OF 36 CARS

foo | SCHOOL BUS 00} AMEAIENSERROL RIS COUAN

S — Vo g e e ) ) ) ) )
— g o o ) ) ) ) )
o o o ) ) ) ) )

AN ANNUAL SAVINGS TO ‘
FAMILIES OF APPROXIMATELY 62 BILLION MILES OF DRIVING
2.6 BILLION GALLONS OF FUEL

56.5 BILLION POUNDS OF C0O,

YOUTH FATALITIES DURING SCHOOL TRAVEL HOURS

NHTSA FARS 2005 TO 2013 (FINAL), 2014 ARF

t

L BUS: <1%

=)o =)o =)o =)o
=)o =)o =)o =He
=)o =)o =)o =)o
=)o =)o =)o =He
=)o =)o =)o =)o
=)o =)o =)o =He
=)o =)o =)o =He
=)o =)o =)o =He
=)o =)o =)o =He
=)o =)o =)o =)o
=He =De =De =B
=De =De =De =5
=Re=He=Re =5
sEe =He =He =5
SHe=So=Dc=9
=ii) o =) 0 =) ¢ =i ¢
=)o =)o =)o =)o
=ii) o =i o =)o =)o
=) o =)o =)o =)o
=ii) o =i) 0 =i 0 =)o

(7]
==
o

CHO

N

7% ADULT DRIVER: 23%

TEEN DRIVER:

FEDERAL AND STATE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION
LA
1Y svooes D

TRAINED IN STUDENT
BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT

— - ~ PARTICIPATE IN PRE-
/4 CROSS-VIEW MIRRORS | EMPLOYMENT AND RANDOM

 / QUALIFICATI 3 DRUG/ALCOHOL TESTING
e = FREQUENT DRIVING

e
Sl ‘ RECORD CHECKS

FLASHING RED LIGHTS

PROTECTIVE SEATING

TRAINED IN SAFETY AND

HIGH CRUSH STANDARDS SECURITY PROCEDURES
TRAINED IN EMERGENCY

ROLLOVER PROTECTION MEDICAL PROCEDURES


http://schoolbusfacts.com/resources/

LOADING ZONE SAFETY PROCEDURES

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION

DANGER ZONE SAFE DRIVING PROCEDURES

NATIONAL CONGRESS ON SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION

: DANGER ZONE
: MOTORISTS SHOULD NOT BEWITHIN [ULEUYL)
: A 10-FOOT RADIUS AROUND ALL [lEGUIES]

SIDES OF THE SCHOOL BUS.

STOP ZONE
STOP AT A SAFE DISTANCE AWAY FROM THE LU (1)
SCHOOL BUS WHEN THE STOP ARM IS OUTAND R4

THE FLASHING RED LIGHTS ARE ON.

WHEN A SCHOOL BUS IS PRESENT m
TRAVEL SLOWER AND FARTHER AWAY FROM THE SCHOOL BUS.

SLOW DOWN WHEN THE FLASHING YELLOW LIGHTS GO ON.
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SCHOOL BUS RIDERSHIP SAVES OVER 17 MILLION
CARS FROM JOINING THE DAILY COMMUTE—
MORE CARS THAN WOULD SPAN THE DISTANCE
FROM MIAMI TO SEATTLE.



SCHOOL BUS RIDERSHIP SAVES OVER 20 MILLION
TONS OF CO2 EMISSIONS—MORE THAN A 747
WOULD EMIT DURING A CENTURY-LONG FLIGHT.

PARENTS WITH SCHOOL-AGE
CHILDREN CAN SUPPORT THE
SCHOOL BUS BY SENDING THEIR
CHILDREN TO SCHOOL ON IT.
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